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Migrants in the big European waiting room: what EU “hotspots” tell us about border policy 

Since the late 1980s, European governments have tried to avert the arrival of asylum-seekers and 
unwanted migrants that would be difficult to expel. By the early 2000s, migrants who reached 
European soil irregularly were housed in reception centers and encampments in Southern Europe, 
re-labelled “hotspots” in 2015, notably in Greece and Italy. This talk will focus on these hotspots, 
their modus operandi, and the myriad of actors present from a range of EU agencies, local and 
national administrations, NGOs, and private companies. A political sociology perspective will 
narrow in on what hotspots tell us about the policy elaboration and implementation of EU border 
policy.  There are ever more players in the immigration field: policemen, border guards, intelligence 
agencies, security guards, diplomats, refugee agency bureaucrats, humanitarian NGOs, security 
companies, and IT experts. This analysis may also inform us on the role of special interests involved 
in border policy beyond the well-publicized polarization of the debate on migration in Europe and its 
relevance for the US. 
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